CHAPTER  IX
ALFRED  NOBEL  AND  LITERATURE

A LFRED NOBEL'S real interest was of course scientific
** research, and his name has gone down to posterity as an
inventor and philanthropist. It is therefore probably not so fully
realised that the famous chemist and experimenter in explosives
was at heart a poet, and that it was perhaps for some time doubtful
which path he would choose, that of invention or poetry.

As a boy, Alfred Nobel was exceptionally precocious, and he
was almost entirely self-educated. Apart from the children's class
at Stockholm he never attended school, and of course he never had
a university education. His education with his tutor ended when
he was only sixteen, and the two years which he then spent travelling
were no doubt principally devoted to scientific studies. It is,
however, perfectly obvious that, at the age of eighteen he was
already highly educated in the humanities, both in literature and
in philosophy, although he owed this education entirely to himself.
He was particularly versed in languages, and apart from Russian
and Swedish, he had a command of French, English and German
as complete as is possible for a foreigner. Dr. Emanuel Nobel
has told us how he carried on these studies ; he would choose a
work by an author of established reputation, such as Voltaire,
which he would translate into Swedish from the French, and then
retranslate it into French, after which he would compare the final
version with the French original; by this method idiomatic turns
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